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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Chris Johnston

Holiday Party, AGM soon
  The weather outside is 
frightful but the þre is so delightful.  
You know how the rest of it goes!  
Joan and I hope that everyone had 
a great Thanksgiving and we send 
out our best Christmas wishes to 
all of our Jaguar friends.

Here is a reminder to not forget to sign up for the Holiday 
Party, which will be at the Seattle Yacht Club Sunday, December 12th 
at 11:00 AM.  It is loads of fun.  The Dickens Carolers will perform 
again this year for us, also we will have the silent auction with tons 
of unique and hard to þnd treasures and as always, great food and 
wonderful friends. Please donõt forget to bring your auction items and 
also a gift for the gift exchange, and label it Boy or Girl, Mister or 
Missus, or either. See you there! 

Also, we will be holding the 2011 JDRC/NWA Annual 
General Meeting at the Sand Point Country Club on January 
22nd and it will be a luncheon event. The newly renovated 1927 
clubhouse has views of Lake Washington and the Cascade Mountains 
as well as the manicured greens and foliage of the golf course.  Lunch 
comes with entr®e choices of either Wild King Salmon with Herb 
Butter, or Flank Steak with Blue Cheese, which will be accompanied 
by salad of Romaine lettuce with spiced walnuts, grilled vegetables, 
sea-salted oven roasted potatoes, rolls & butter, Northwest berry crisp 
w/ vanilla ice cream, coffee, and tea. The price is $35.00 per person.  
Wine, cocktails, and sodas will be available for an additional fee.  The 
cash bar opens at 12:30 PM and lunch will be served between 1:30 and 
2:00 PM.  The address for the Sand Point Country Club is as follows: 
8333 55th Ave. NE Seattle, WA 98115, (206) 525-5766.  

On a totally different note, a friend of mine sent me a óholiday 
classicó joke which was very funny, so I thought I would share it with 
everyone here:
 òA young man named John received a parrot as a gift. The 
parrot had a bad attitude and an even worse vocabulary. Every word out 
of the birdõs mouth was rude, obnoxious and laced with profanity. John 
tried and tried to change the birdõs attitude by consistently saying only 
polite words, playing soft music and anything else he could think of to 
ôclean upõ the birdõs vocabulary. Finally, John was fed up and he yelled 
at the parrot. The parrot yelled back. John shook the parrot and the 
parrot got angrier and even ruder. John, in desperation, threw up his 
hand, grabbed the bird and put him in the freezer. For a few minutes 
the parrot squawked and kicked and screamed. Then suddenly there 
was total quiet. Not a peep was heard for over a minute. Fearing that 
heõd hurt the parrot, John quickly opened the door to the freezer. The 
parrot calmly stepped out onto Johnõs outstretched arms and said ôI 
believe I may have offended you with my rude language and actions.  Iõm 
sincerely remorseful for my inappropriate transgressions and I fully 
intend to do everything I can to correct my rude and unforgivable 
behavior.õ  John was stunned at the change in the birdõs attitude.  As 
he was about to ask the parrot what had made such a dramatic change 
in his behavior, the bird continued, ôMay I ask what the turkey did?õó
 A cursing parrot sounds farfetched, but this joke actually 
reminds me of my own experience.  My brother gave me a nasty Green 

Amazon Parrot a few years back. His name was Elmer, and all this 
parrot would say was òF*** You, F*** You!ó He had such a bad 
disposition that I put Elmerõs cage on top of my refrigerator because 
I thought that would be the safest place to keep him for the sake 
of our cats.  The cats were for the most part absolutely terriþed of 
him.  One day one of my cats decided to check out Elmer atop the 
refrigerator and the nasty bird grabbed the catõs tail and bit it. The 
injured feline shrieked in pain and terror and never went near Elmer 
again.   
 This parrot had a screech that would almost pop your 
eardrums if he wanted attention as you walked by his cage.  
Sometimes I would leave my glass of gin and tonic near his cage 
and the stinking bird would sneak a sip.  That would really get him 
stirred up; if this parrot could have smoked a cigarette he would 
have.  One sunny February day I was so fed up with the annoying 
avian that I put his cage on the front porch, opened the cage door 
and said òbe Free Elmer, ÿy away and go with God.ó  Elmer ÿew off 
in a high circle above the Roosevelt neighborhood screeching and 
squawking for about 20 minutes and then ÿew right back inside the 
front door and landed on his high perch atop the refrigerator waiting 
for a snack.  Apparently I had a òhoming parrot.ó  Eventually, to 
save my sanity, I returned him to my brotherõs farm where Elmer 
started killing my brotherõs chickens.  Soon after that Elmer went to 
a Parrot rescue facility, although that is probably a better fate than he 
deserved.  Thatõs what my brother told me happened to him, in any 
case.
 Donõt forget: please send your reservations for the 2011 
Annual General Meeting on January 22nd 2011 with your choice of 
either the Wild King Salmon w/ Herb Butter or the Flank Steak w/ 
Blue Cheese to Chris Johnston (206)527-5648 by Tuesday January 
18th 2011.

   Drive Fast, No Tickets
   Chris Johnston

eXotic CarParts
The Jaguar Parts Solution

The Largest Selection of
Jaguar Parts In Southern California

Parts Hours M-F 8-5, Sat 9-2, Service M-F 7-5

909-946-1809
800-231-3588 Orders
909-946-3398 FAX

923-D N. Central Ave.
Upland, CA  91786

Email: sales@jagusa.com
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2010 JDRC/NWA

Holiday Party
Sunday, December 12th at 11 a.m.

RSVP by December 8th to Jamil Haque at 206-226-8443 or haqueja@gmail.com

Join us and celebrate the holiday season with a delicious meal at the elegant
Seattle Yacht Club. 

Weôll have a great silent auction, with all proceeds donated to Northwest Harvest.
Please bring items for the auction.

Cost:
$40

Menu
Seasonal fresh fruit, banana bread, muffins, croissants, cheese blintz with fruit sauce,

assorted pastries, scrambled eggs, sausage and bacon,
poached fillet of salmon, fresh fruit salsa, steamed new potatoes,

seasonal vegetables, orange, grapefruit and tomato juices, coffee and tea

Seattle Yacht Club
1807 East Hamlin, Seattle, WA  98112

206-325-1000

Also, weôll have an optional gift
exchange, and you may bring a
$10 gift marked Boy or Girl, or

either.
Membership sign-up for 2011 will
be available on entry.  Free 2011
calendar with each membership

registration.
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EDITORõS NEWS AND NOTES
Paul Grifþn

Barn þnd features wanted for 
future issues
 We recently put out the word 
that the JagMag was looking for 
your stories of òbarn þndsó to 
run as feature stories in future 
issues.  So far: ZERO have been 
submitted.  I am pretty sure a 
couple will be coming soon, but 

regardless: I need YOUR story on YOUR barn þnd.  I donõt care if 
it was in 2005, 1985, or 1965.  Iõd like to have it for use in your clubõs 
magazine.  Come on, people!  Step up!

And, to emphasize the need further...
 This is a large car club.  We have something like a 160+ 
memberships, which include husbands, wives, partners, and kids.  
Thatõs a lot of people, and we are a very giving, accomplished, and 
interesting bunch.
 So, why are you not telling us of your Jaguar-related 
adventures?  Most months it is a stuggle to þnd enough material to 
þll the JagMagõs standard 20 pages.  Sometimes during the summer 
we actually have a surplus and will expand to 24 pages, but that 
is unusual, and this month it is only 16.  I write about the club 
sponsored events which I am able to attend, and usually þnd one of 
the same old few helpful active menbers to write stories on those I 
canõt.  They do a great job, but...
 Thatõs not enough.
 I need to hear from you.  If you have taken a special trip 
in the Jag, then get me a story about it.  If you have fond memories 
of a Jaguar from long ago, then get me a story about it.  If you have 
thoughts to share on the direction of Jaguar cars in the future, or 
have taken a fun test drive, or think there is some news we have 
missed... then get me a story about it.  If you think you are not a 
writer, then relate the story to me and Iõll write it. 

Letter: Club Elections info
Dear JDRC/NWA members,

Just when you thought the contentious 2010 election season 
was þnished, it turns out that there are still races to be decided.  
The time is here for the election of the 2011 JDRC/NWA Board 
of Directors.  Our Webmaster David Massy has created an online 
polling system to save on time and postage.  Please take a moment 
to visit the following link and cast your ballots:
 http://tinyurl.com/284b3fa

Please rest assured that none of the 2011 candidates for the 
Board have accepted campaign donations from Big Business, Big 
Unions, or foreign entities.  Happy voting and Veteransõ Day.

Jamil Haque

Letter: New Rally School in Seattle area
Editor,

You may have already heard about a new Rally School 
called DirtFish that we just opened in Snoqualmie, Washington.  
As a fellow auto enthusiast we consider you as a person who would 
fully enjoy blasting around in a high performance rally car.

Our cars will push your sense of adventure to the limit, as 
our ÿeet is made up of full on 310 h.p. Subaru rally cars prepared by 
Vermont Sports Cars. These cars are happiest when being driven 
by enthusiasts as yourself, at full chat, sliding sideways through 
dirt and mud.

We have 315 acres at our òOLD MILL RALLY PARKó 
in Snoqualmie designed for this adrenaline þlled activity. We are 
currently offering a special car club offer on our one day rally 
school.

I would like to extend this offer to you and that amounts to 
a 300.00 savings off of our normal price.  Our special introductory 
pricing offer is: valid on any 1-day program in 2010 or 2011, you 
must enroll Before December 31st 2010, and may not be combined 
with any other offer.

Please call Jaimee at 886-285-1332 to enroll or learn more 
about our school and this limited time offer.

Thanks,
Doc Doolittle, DirtFish Rally School, Dirtþsh.com

Letter: New Jaguar Regalia
JCNA Members,
 On the JCNA web site, there are a number for forums you 
can subscribe to, one of which is the new JCNA Shoppe Forum.  
When you go to JCNA.com, you will see a list of headings, one of 
which is the Shoppe. In the Shoppe are all the various items that 
are available through JCNA. 
 As new items become available on the JCNA Shoppe, we 
will be posting announcements on the Shoppe Forum. This way 
we will not have to send out blasts to all the club ofþcers.  Some 
times we get a special limited quantity on items so you cannot just 
drop in and purchase the item anytime. Speicals will be posted and 
when they are gone, they are gone.
 Please to to the JCNA.com web site and click on the 
Forums heading. If you do not already subscribe, please subscribe 
to the forums. You can pick just which of the many forums you 
want to be copied on. Then whe someone postes to that forum, 
you will receive an email about that topic.
 Steve Kennedy
 JCNA Regalia Chair

Chuck Taunt
Northwest Regional Director of the JCNA, Chuck Taunt, 

passed away October 13th of a heart attack while playing golf with 
church friends.  Chuck was a member of the Jaguar Ownerõs Club 
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of Oregon and Northwest Regional Director, and was running 
again for 2011.

Chuckõs memorial service was held October 29th at 
11:00am at Calvin Presbyterian Church in Tigard, Oregon.
 You may send cards to his daughter: Karyn McBride, 
13144 SE 139th Ave., Clackamas, OR  97086.

Jaguar Land Rover to Set up China Plant
 NANCHANG, Nov 17, 2010 Jaguar Land Rover, a UK-
based subsidiary of Indiaõs largest automobile manufacturer Tata 
Motors, lately said that it is seeking to set up a China plant with a 
workforce of 5,000 and a yearly output of 50,000, with a budget of 
USD 162.1 million. The plant is expected to be located in the city 
of Nanchang, Jiangxi Province.
 Jaguar Land Rover is currently in talks to form a joint 
venture with Chinese carmaker Chery Automobile. China-based 
Geely Automobile Holdings Ltd. (SEHK: 0175), in the Zhejiang 
province, has just completed the acquisition of Volvo and is also 
being considered as a potential JV partner.
 The decision has been made by TATA, which has put two 
leading German motor industry executives in charge of running 
one of the UKõs traditional automotive ôcrown jewelsõ.
 The luxury car company said it was likely to begin building 
Land Rovers in China, as well as in India, but ôdid not rule outõ 
building Jaguars there too.  In order to accelerate the establishment 
of its China joint venture, Jaguar Land Rover has been seeking to 
poach key executives from luxury car brands such as Porsche and 
BMW, to set up the Beijing company and to be responsible for 
strategic planning matters with regard to Jaguar and Land Rover 
brands.
 Both the Jaguar and Land Rover brands have experienced 
dramatic growth in China. According to the latest statistics, Land 
Rover sales in China rose 116 percent year on year to 16,149 units 
during the þrst nine months of 2010, while Jaguar sales totaled 
2,155 units, an increase of 71 percent from the same period as last 
year.
 Land Rover may be interested in manufacturing SUVs in 
China at þrst. Later, Jaguar products may eventually show up, as 
well. For now, itõs unclear exactly what Jaguar Land Rover would 
bring to the partnership other than stacks of hard cash and brand 
equity, though that may be incentive enough for a mystery Chinese 
automaker.
 Driving the move is a boom in sales in the two key markets 
that heavily penalize car exports from Britain with heavy tariffs, 
which disappear if the cars are built in the countries themselves.
Much of the growth came from China, where Jaguar sales rose 
38 per cent and Land Rover sales rose 55 per cent during the year. 
The market is also strong in India.
 The news to move some Jaguar Land Rover production 
to China comes as new Prime Minster David Cameron prepares 
to take delivery of a new armored ÿagship Jaguar XJ limousine, to 
replace the current previous generation model. (Source: SinoCast 
Daily Business Beat via COMTEX)

Tata Proþt Rises 100-Fold on Jaguar Land Rover Sales
 Nov. 10 - Tata Motors Ltd., the owner of Jaguar Land 
Rover, posted a more than 100-fold gain in second- quarter proþt 
as the global economic recovery and growing demand in China 

and the U.S. boosted sales of luxury vehicles.
 Group net income, including Jaguar Land Rover, 
reached 22.2 billion rupees ($502 million) in the three months 
through September, compared with 218 million rupees a year 
earlier, the Mumbai-based company said yesterday. Proþt beat 
the 17.1 billion-rupee average estimate of 10 analysts compiled by 
Bloomberg. Sales rose 36 percent to 287.8 billion rupees.
 Jaguar Land Rover returned to a proþt in the quarter, 
with sales up 43 percent on rising demand for $72,000 Jaguar XJ 
sedans in the U.S. and China. Bayerische Motoren Werke AG and 
Daimler AG, the owner of Mercedes-Benz, have both raised their 
proþt forecasts. Tata Motors shares have jumped 60 percent this 
year in Mumbai, triple the gain in the Bombay Stock Exchange²s 
benchmark Sensitive Index.
³The margins at Jaguar Land Rover look good, and the demand 
remains strong,´ said Juergen Maier, a fund manager at Raiffeisen 
Capital Management in Vienna. ³They have models a lot of people 
are interested in. Within their niche, they are very well positioned.
´
 Excluding Jaguar Land Rover and certain other units, 
proþt declined 41 percent to 4.33 billion rupees, trailing the 5.14 
billion-rupee average estimate of 19 analysts. The year-earlier 
þgure included a one-time gain from a share sale.
Jaguar Proþt
 Tata rose less than 0.1 percent to 1,269.9 rupees in Mumbai 
yesterday before the earnings release.  Jaguar Land Rover²s proþt 
reached 238.1 million pounds in the quarter, compared with a loss 
of 60.4 million pounds a year earlier, Tata said.
 Higher sales of Tata-brand trucks, buses and cars were 
offset by rising raw-material costs in Asia²s third-largest economy. 
The company would offset higher input costs with a price increase 
that took effect Oct. 1 and by streamlining operations, Chief 
Financial Ofþcer C. Ramakrishnan told investors on a conference 
call yesterday.
 Last month, the automaker raised prices of the Nano, the 
world²s cheapest car, by as much as 7 percent, or 9,000 rupees. 
Tata opened a factory in June in the western state of Gujarat that 
eventually may make as many as 350,000 Nanos a year.
 The company plans to retroþt Nano cars to reduce the 
risk of them catching þre, Tata Chief Executive Ofþcer Carl-
Peter Forster told reporters in Mumbai. The cars, a few of which 
had earlier caught þre, would be þtted with fuse boxes to prevent 
short-circuits, and catalytic-converter covers to prevent anything 
that touched them from igniting.
Debt Ratio
 Tata Motors² debt-to-equity ratio has shrunk to 1.16, 
Ramakrishnan told reporters. The company raised $750 million 
selling shares overseas, it said on Oct. 12. Tata plans to raise as 
much as 47 billion rupees to expand operations and pare debt 
from the purchase of the luxury brands, it said June 28.
The company, also India²s largest commercial-vehicle maker, has 
outstanding bonds and loans of more than 200 billion rupees, 
according to Bloomberg data.
 Last month the company had its debt rating raised 
by Standard & Poor²s by one level to ³BB-,´ three levels below 
investment grade. The ratings company also gave Tata a ³stable´ 
outlook. Moody²s Investors Service also upgraded Tata for the 
second this time year on Oct. 26. (Source: Bloomberg)
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by Mike Markey
 Born May 28th, 1941 in Kingston-upon-Hull, East 
Yorkshire, England, to parents William Cyril and Mary Gleadle, 
John was destined to make important technical engineering 
contributions both in England and in his adopted America.
 Leaving his local primary school in 1952, he passed 
the stringent ò11+ó examination and spent until 1958 at Riley 
High School, being exposed to a strong science, mathematics and 
engineering preparation.
 Directly from school he became an engineering 
apprentice at òBlackburn and General Aircraft,ó in various 
assignments such as stress analysis.   
His þrst contribution was for the 
òBlackburn Buccaneer,ó later to be 
known as the òHawker Siddeley 
Buccaneer.ó   In 1965 he shifted 
to a long established þrm engaged 
in the design and construction of 
Oil Seed Extraction equipment 
for world wide application.
 John and Joan Gray were 
married in 1961, having been 
together since the age of þfteen.   
They have one son, Ian David.  His 
sister, Christine  Heidi, followed 
in August  of 1965.  This was the 
same month that John interviewed 
with The Boeing Company.  An 
offer as a Structural Designer 
resulted, and by March of 1967 
the considerable paper work was 
in hand and Johnõs family moved 
to Seattle  to face this new country 
and new challenges.   
 This move to Boeing 
brought John to the Paciþc Northwest and brought many changes 
of life style, language etc.  John retained his British accent along 
with the mental discipline of his U.K. education and experience.  
Boeing beneþtted strongly for over 39 years, until John retired in 
May of 2006.  
 In 1968 John and Joan moved from an initial apartment 
in Newport Hills to the þrst of three houses in Woodinville.  In 
each John specialized in crafting unusual and spacious outdoor 
decks.   Their next move was to the present home on the top of 
Camano Island, looking over the Sound and the Olympics.  Over 
the years þve grand children joined the family, with ages ranging 
from 7 to 22.
 This gifted engineer has long been intimately involved 
with various aspects of Boeingõs 747 at the Everett plant.  Four 
years saw design work, factory support and ÿight test on the 747-
100 wing structure.  Next came the generation of answers to such 
questions as òwhat happens when the -200 and later models need 
to operate with an additional 65,000 lb.?ó   
 During the lean times of the ô60õs and ô70õs, John moved 
to the Renton plant working on an FAA noise reduction design 

and research contract that required a long commute through 
1975.
 Various NASA research projects beneþtted from his 
stubborn know-how through the start of serious design work on 
the 767-200 in 1978.   
 This airplane posed landing gear challenges which 
demanded investigating totally new ground,  involving load paths, 
member designs and connections to the primary air frame.  One 
particular element, called òThe Drag Brace Support Fittingó is 
still known around the company and itsõ forging suppliers as òThe 
Gleadle Fitting.ó  This part as well as many others has evolved to ÿy 

with the 777 and 787 airframes.   
These are the sorts of activities 
with which a truly professional 
and open minded engineer þlls 
his days.  
 John and Joan were involved 
with the JDRC/NWA for many 
years, with John taking active 
part in the Concours sport.  He 
served as Chief Judge several 
times, and made major efforts to 
maintain the supply and currency 
of the judges who had to apply 
the òsomewhat Byzantineó rules 
of the National JCNA.  Their 
hosted Show & Shine plus 
Judgesõ Training Pot Lucks drew 
substantial attendance and were 
þne events in themselves.
 In addition to serving as Club 
President for the 1996, 1997 and 
1999 terms, and as the Northwest 

Regional Director to JCNA, John 
was a hands-on mechanic on his 

own Jaguars.   In recent months, under considerable duress, he 
made valiant efforts to þnish the restoration of his red 1971 Series 
III E Coupe.   His last battle was waged in trying to get the big 
engine to þre.  Initially the fuel pump was suspect.  With squirts 
of carb spray the V-12 would roll over and cough to life, run for a 
few moments and then stop.  Attention then shifted to the ignition 
switch, and with the jury wiring still in place awaiting a new unit, 
the ENGINE DID FIRE AND RUN.  
 John R. Gleadle passed away on Sunday, November 21st, 
2010.   A gathering will be announced later.

(This history was assembled by John, with Joanõs help, and shared 
with a long time Jaguar friend who added mostly paragraph 
spacing.   We were in very frank daily phone contact for a number 
of months while John made a valiant þght against an implacable 
disease.   During one of our last talks he asked for a òtag thoughtó 
--- he wished to express his great and particular appreciation to 
many engineers and managers at Boeing ð those who recognized 
his high level technical talents and facilitated his applying them to 
improve and insure the quality of òhisó airplanes.)

Chief Judge and friend John Gleadle passes

John and Joan Gleadle



JOHN ROBERT GLEADLE
 John Robert Gleadle passed away peacefully at home on November 21, 2010 after a tough battle with 
leukemia.  He was born May 28, 1941 in Kingston-upon-Hull, East Yorkshire, England to William Cyril 
and Stella Mary Gleadle.  John married the love of his life, Joan Gray in 1961 and had a son, Ian David in 
1961, followed by daughter, Christine Heidi in 1965.

His technical engineering education and experience in stress analysis led to an offer from The Boeing 
Company in 1967 and John moved his young family to America to begin his 39-year career at Boeing.  
John was particularly proud of his involvement in the design work, factory support and ÿight-test on the 
747-100 wing structure.  Also, òThe Drag Brace Support Fittingó for the 767-200 was nicknamed òThe 
Gleadle Fittingó by Boeing engineers and vendors.   He never failed to look up whenever an airplane 
passed overhead and could always name the make and model.

John and Joan made their home and raised their family in Woodinville, Washington for 35 years.  In 
2003, they moved to their current home on Camano Island, overlooking the Sound and the Olympics.  
John retired from Boeing in 2006 and spent his retirement days exploring the island, enjoying time with 
his family, gardening and home building projects. He loved being by the water and was constantly look-
ing out at sea to watch for whales and eagles and he especially enjoyed his Alaskan þshing trip in 2008.

John was passionate about Jaguar cars and was a hands-on mechanic on his own Jaguars.  His pride and 
joy was a 1971 Series III E-Type Coupe V-12 that he had in the þnal stages of restoration.  He served as 
President of the Jaguar Drivers and Restorers Club of NW America for three terms, was the NW Re-
gional Representative for two years and took an active role as Chief Judge at Concours events.

John is survived by Joan, his wife of 49 years, son Ian (Linda) of Camano Island, daughter Chris Sandi-
fer (Todd) of Machias, and þve loving grandchildren, Nicole, Brian, Ryan, Kyle and Sydney.  His dog, 
Katie, brought him love and joy as well.

A Celebration of Life will be held on Saturday, December 18th 2010 at 2:00 at the Camano Island Senior 
Center located at 606 Arrowhead Road on Camano Island. 

Remembrances may be made to Providence Cancer Care Center, 1717-13th Street, Everett, Washington 
98201.

Editorõs Note: the following came to me after the print version had gone to press.  Fortunately, I 
am able to include it here in the online version of the JagMag.

One beneþt of the many to those that attend the up-
coming Holiday Party is a chance to see the new club 
jacket that is being made available.  The JDRC/NWA 
Board voted on a jacket style and club logo design that 
members will be able to order for purchase.  Samples 
of the jacket will be brought to the the Holiday Party.  
Here are photos of the jacket and logo.

New club jacket to be on display at 
Holiday Party Dec. 12th
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By Mike Markey
 Jay Kertes, long a stalwart of our Jaguar Club, wound 
down from his extended illness on Tuesday morning, Nov. 
16th.  His daughter, Janie, was with him in his þnal mo-
ments and was able to assure him of the absolute love that 
his family held for him.   Jay and Mona have just òalways 
been thereó and Jayõs absence is a gut wrencher for those of 
us who knew him so well and shared so many adventures 
with this dear and wise man.  Mona asked me to write some-
thing for this Jag Mag.  
 She said that the Hospice at Evergreen Hospital in Kirk-
land was a òwonderfuló place ð totally un-hospital like, and a 
facility that the rest of us Seniors who þnd ourselves surpris-
ingly òin the zoneó could do worse than to consider.   The 
Clubõs opportunity to honor Jay and share a little of the gap 

in Mona and Janieõs lives will take place in the common room of their Shilshole Bay apartment building on 
the Saturday AFTER Thanksgiving (That would be November 27)  The time is from 1 to 4 pm, and the 
address is 6535 Seaview NW, Seattle 98117.   Itõs the tall brown complex directly south of the boat handling 
yard for the marina.
 We have so many òKertesó memories.   Early on we had visited them at their modest home on the hill 
south of the Stan Sayers pits.  For a now forgotten reason, a bottle of Champagne was to be opened.  The four 
of us were around the kitchen table and I was helpfully proceeding to remove the cork.  Being young and 
foolish I did not wrap a towel around it and the silly thing became a missile aimed directly at the overhead 
glass lamp þxture.  Glass went everywhere!   Mona and Jay were gracious as we all sought shards, and I donõt 
think they even asked us to help with the lampõs replacement.
 The Jaguar which most of us associate with this couple was a very RED 3.8 Mk 2 saloon.  Chrome 
wires, I think.  Our exposure to it peaked when we had to mooch a ride back to Seattle from a Reno Western 
States Meet.  (Our Mark IX had been left behind a Chevron station in Susanville when rusty gas scored out 
the two center cylinders.)  The Mk 2 was truly full with þve plus luggage.  As I was relieving Jay at the wheel 
I noted that the òlightó steering was indeed rather demanding.  It had not occurred to any of us to put 40 
pounds in the tires.  We made it home after a raucous and fun, if a bit weavy, ride.
 At one point Jay had a Maserati 3500 coupe in his garage at the house in Wedgewood.  It was impres-
sive, but would have required a big investment to bring back to life.  Iõm not sure what happened to it, but I 
am sure that Mona will remember.
 The large back deck at that house was the site of many JDC board meetings, and the hospitality was 
always þrst class.  The Kertesõs again opened that house to host the post-wedding shindig following Normaõs 
and my wedding.  Thatõs the sort of friends they were.  (GREAT party, by the way...)
Jay was president of the Jaguar Drivers Club in 1970.  Most of you are aware that Mona did the Jag Mag for 
ten years!  In more recent times, creeping inþrmities changed their involvement but their membership in 
JDRC/NWA never lapsed.  The Roster entry lists kite ÿying as an interest they shared ð our best kite memory 
was from one of our many overnighters on Orcas Island.  My daughter was þve or six.  Comrades Herb and 
Jeane deBruynõs children were a little older.  We had a BIG grass þeld and a lot of wind.  Just one more great 
day!     
 Within our ongoing collection of really þne folks, there were none þner than Jay Kertes and his bride, 
Mona!   òLoveó is not too strong a word.

Jay Kertes: A great and quiet man has passed

Jay and Mona Kertes
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